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Synopsis

This accessible book is a visual guide to understanding and identifying architectural styles and
engineering techniques of all types of bridges, from ancient Roman arch bridges and
nineteenth-century truss bridges prevalent in the United States, to the latest high-design cantilever
and suspension bridges of the moment. It explores the elegant and varied ways in which engineers
and architects have designed ever longer yet less heavy bridges, devising new methods of
construction along the way.A A lllustrated throughout with detailed line drawings and cross
sections, including dramatic images of the worldA¢a -a,¢s iconic bridges, this charming guide still
fits in a pocket or purseA¢a -4 *perfect for anyone who likes to explore the dynamic bridges and

built environment on foot.
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Customer Reviews
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A good book for the laymen to learn the basics of bridges. Profusely illustrated with examples from
all over the world as well as the entire history of bridge building. Nice size to take with you, and info

is current. If you are a bridge buff this book is for you.



I’'m not an engineer or architect, but | live in San Francisco and my extended family live in New York
City, both cities where bridges are a part of daily life as well as civic identity and pride. | loved this
book! It's definitely set up for browsing, and it's obviously aimed at a lay reader.The first part of the
book discusses the basic categories of bridges, explaining how they span and support. The second
part offers succinct case studies of specific bridges around the world, arranged by type of bridge
(suspension, trestle, etc.). It uses photographs to convey grandeur and smaller diagrams to explain
engineering concepts.As someone who struggled in physics class, | appreciated the simple
breakdown of engineering terms and the basic discussions of force and form. Yeah it’s a little
repetitive, but if anything, this helps reinforce how very basic structural concepts have been
reinterpreted through the ages, around the world. | think it'd be great to give as a gift to someone
who travels a lot, as it’s an interesting way to understand the geography and aesthetic of a specific
city.The previous reviewer who gave this book only one star is unreasonably harsh and is using
entirely unhelpful criteria. More importantly, he’s conveying an inaccurate impression of the book. |
bought this book along with "How to Read Buildings" and thought this one much, much more global
in feel, with abundant examples from ancient and modern Asia along with Latin American countries.
The building book was virtually all European in its history and examples.In short, a small and
friendly book that's a great introduction to how important bridges are, how challenging they’re to

design and build, and how beautiful these workhorses can be.

There are lots of color and B&W illustrations, and for the most part the explanations and
descriptions and summaries are clear. There are descriptions of bridges from around the world,
along with some illustrations of how the bridges were built. The color pictures are nicely done. The
different bridge types are explained and then plenty of examples of each bridge type are presented.
Only a couple of drawbacks, mainly quibbles: | probably wouldn’t have organized the book quite the
way the author did, but that's OK. The author probably could have devoted more space to some of
the basics of structural engineering: stress/strain, compression/tension, how beams bend, etc.
Overall, | really enjoyed this book. If you are interested in bridge design, this is a good book to add

to your library.

Interesting but small book. There are diagrams and photos of many bridges from many parts of the
world, including China, Australia, Europe and US. There is attention for the principles involved, the
builders, the disasters, the future and the past. The photos are in colour and generally sunny. This is

a small book: 6.5" by 5.5", and thoroughly enjoyable.



help me a lot. | would recommend this to anyone looking for a good price on an essential tool for
cooking great food at home. Would make a great gift too! Kelly needs it , delivery on time receive it

next day . very good .

| teach architecture and this is a nice reference book for the students to thumb through. The seller

mailed it immediately!

Just what | was after - Simple for a non engineer to understand - never too many picuture and

diagrams .

Love it, wearing the Cover of the Book.
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